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Tuefday, May 26. 1713. 


HERE is not any where, I believe, fo 
i much Talk about Religion, as among us in 


England; nor do | think it poffible for the 

Wit of Man to devife Forms of Addrefs 

to the Almighty, in moreardent and forcible Terms 
. than are.every where to be found in our Book of 
Common.Prayer. Andyet I have heard it read with 
fach a Negligence,. A ffeétation, and Impatience, that 
the Efficacy of it has been apparently loft‘to all the 
Congregation: For my part 1 makeno fcruple toown 
it, mat go fometimes to a particulat Place in the 
City far diftant from my own Home, to hear.a 
Gentleman, whofe Mauner I admire, read the Li- 
turgy. 1am perfwaded Devotion -is the greateft 
Pleafure of his Soul, and there is none -hear him 
read without the utmoft Reverence. I have feen 
the young People who have been interchanging 
Glances of Paffion to each others Perfon, checked 
into an Attention to the Service at the Interruption 
which the Authority of his Voice-has given them, 
But the other Morning I happened to rife earlier 
than ordinary, and thought I could not pafs my 
time better. than to go upon the Admonition of the 
Morning Bell to the Church. Prayers at fix of the 
Clock. I was there the firft of any in the Congre- 
gation, and had the @pportunity, however I made 
ufe of it, to look back on all my Life, and con- 
template the Bleffing and Advantage of fuch ftated 
early Hours for offering our felves to our Crea- 
tor, and prepoffefs our felves with the Love of 
Him, and the Hopes we have from Hitn againft the 


Snares of Bofinefs and Pleafure in the enfuing Day. 


Bat whether it be that People think fit to indulge 
their own Eafe in fome fecret, pleafing Fault, or 
whatever it was, there was none at the Con- 
feffion but a Sett of poor Scrubs of us, who could 
Sin only in our Wills, whofe Perfons could be'no 


(Price Two Pence.) 


Temptation to one another, and might have, with- 
out Interruption from any Body elfe, humble, lowly 
Hearts, in frightful Looks and dirty Dreffes, at our 
Leifure. When we poor Souls had prefented our 
felves with a Contrition fuitable to our Worthlefl- 
nefs, fome ptetty young Ladies, in Mobbs, popped 
in here and there’ about the Church, clattering 
the Pew Door after them, and fquatting into 
a Whifper behind their Fans. Among others one 
of Lady Lizard’s Daughters, and her hopeful 
Maid, made their. Entrance; the “yeung La- 


‘dy did not omit the ardent Form behind the Fan, 


while the Maid immediately gaped round her ta 
look for fome other devout -Perfon, whom | faw 
at a Diflance very well dreffed; his Air and Habit 
a little Military, but in the Pertnefs not the true 
Poffeffion of the Martial Chars@er. This Jacka- 
napes was fixed at the end of aFew with the utmoft 
Impudence, declaring, by a fixed Eye on that Seat, 
(where our Beauty was placed) the Obje& of his 
Devotion. This obfcene Sight gave me all ‘the 
Indignation imaginable, and 1 copld ‘attend to 
nothing but the Refle@iion, that the greateft Affronts 
imaginable are fuch as-no. onecantake notice of. Be- 
fore I was out of fuch vexatious Inadvertenicies to 
athe Butinefs of the Place, there was a great deal of 


_ good Company now comein. There was agood num- 


ber of very Janty Slatterns, who gave us to under- 
ftand, that it is neither Drefs or Art-to which they 
were beholden for the Towns Admiration. Befides 
thefe, there were alfo by this time arrived two or three 
Setts of Whifperers, who carry on moft of their Ca- 
lumnies by what they entertain one another with in 
that Place, and we were now altogether very good 
Company. There were indeed a few, in whofe 
Looks there appeared an Heavenly Joy and Glarine{s ~ 
upon the Entrance of a new Day, as if they had 
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gone te Sleep without Expectation of it. For the fake 
of thefe it is worth while, that the Church keeps up 
fuch early Mattins throughout the Cities of London 
and Wefiminfter; but the Generality of thofe who 
obferve that Hour, perform it with fo taftelefs a Be: 
haviour, that it appears a Task rather thana voluntary 
A@.° But of all the World, thofe familiar Ducks, 
‘who are, as it were, at home at the Church, and by fre- 
quently meeting there, throw thetime of Prayer very 
negligently into their Common Life, and make their 
coming cogether in that Place as ordinary as any 
other A@ion, and do not turn their Converfation 
upon any Improvements. fuitable to the true Defign 
of that Houle, but on Trifles below even their 
Worldly Concerns and Charaéters. Thefeare little 
Grovps of Acqu«intance difperied in all parts of 
the Town, who are, forfooth, the only People of 
uofpotted Chara@ers, and throw all the Spots that 
ftick on thofe of other People. Malice is the or- 
dinary Vice of thofe who live in the Mode of Reli- 
gion, without the Spirit of it. The pleafurable 
orld are hurried by their Paffions above the Con- 
fideration of what others think of them, into a 
Purfuit of Irregular Enjoyments ; while thefe. who 
forbear the Gratifications of Fieth and Bivod, 
without having won over the Spirit to the Interefts 
of Virtue, are implacable in Defamations on the 
Errors of fuch whooffend without refpe& to Fame. 
But the Confideration of Perfons whom one can- 
not but take notice of, when one feesthem in that 
Place, hasdrawn meout of my intended Talk, which 
‘was to bewail that People donot know the Pleafure 
of early Hours, and of dedicating their firft Moments 
of the Day, with Joy and Singlenefs of Heart, to 
their Creator. Experience would convince us, that 
the earlier we left our Beds, the feldomer fhould we 
be confined to them. 


One great Good which would alfo accrue from 
this, wereit become a Fafhion, would be, that it is 
poffible our chief Divines would condefcend to pray 
themfelves, or at leafi thofe whom they fubltitute 
would be better — than to be forced to appear 
at thofe Oraifons in a Garb and Attire which makes 
them appear mortifyed with wordly Want, and not 
abftra@ted from the World by theContempt of it. 
How is it poffible for a Gentleman under the In- 
come of: fifty Pounds a Year, to be attentive to 
fublime things? he muft rife and drefs like a La- 
bourer. for a fordid Hire, inftead of approaching his 
Place-of Service with the utmoft Pleature and Sa- 
tisfu@ion;sthat now he is going to’be Mouth of 
a Crowd of People, who have laid afide all the 
DiflinQions of his contemptible Being, to befeech 
a Prote@ion under its manifold Pains and Difad- 
vantages, or a Releafe from it by..his Favour 
who fent them into it. He would, with decerit 
Superiority, look upon himielf as Orator before 


ee 
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the Throne of Grace, for a Crowd, who hang 
upon his Words, while he asks for them all 
that is neceflary in a tranfitory Life, from the 
Affarance that a good Behaviour, for a few Mo- 
ments in it, will purchafe endlefs Joy, and hap- 


‘ py. Immortality. 
- “Bat-wwhio éan place himfelf in this View, who, 


though not pinched with Want, is diftra@ed with 
Care from the Fear of it? No: A Man in the 
leat Degree below the Spirit of a Saint or a 
Martyr, will loll, huddle over his Duty, look 
confufed, or affume a Refotution in his Behavi- 
our which will be quite as ungraceful, except he 
is fupported above the Neceffities of Life. 


Power and Commandment to bis Minifters to de- 
clare and pronounce to bis People, is mentioged with 
a very unregarded Air, when the Speaker is known 
in his own private Condition to be almoft an Obje& 
of their Pity and Charity. This laft Circumftance, 
with many others here loofely fugyefted, are the 
Occafion that one knows not how to recommend 
to fuch as have not already @ fixed Senfe of 
Devotion, the Pleafure of paffing the earlieft 
Hours of the Day in a publick- Congregation. 
But were this Morning Solemnity as much in 
Vogue, even as it is now at more advanced Hours 
of the Day, it would neceffarily have fo good an 
Effe& upon us, as to make us more difengaged and 
chearful in Converfation, and lefs artful and infin- 
cere in Bafinefs. The World would be quite ano- 
ther Place than it is now the reft of the Day, and 
every Face would have an Alacrity in it, which can 
be borrowed from no other Refle@ions, but thofe 
which give us the affured Prote&ion of Omnipe- 
tence. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Juft Pablith’d, 

The Fifth Edition of CATO a Tragedy. Writ- 
ten by Mr. Addifon. 
Shake{pzar’s Head over-againft Catberine-fireet in the 
Str N.B. There is Sold @ Pyrated Edition of 
this Play, wherein are oe. grefs Faults and 
feveral Scenes left out. The Edition Publifbed and 
Correfed by the Author, and Printed for . Tonfon, 
has a Head of Cato taken from an old Medal, Print- 
ed in the Tithe Page to diftinguifo it from that which 
is Spurions and Imperfee. 

aft Publithed, 


An Effay on the Treaty of Commerce with France, 
with neceffiry Expofitions, pr. 6d. The Trade with France, Itély, 
Sp in and Portugsl confidered ; with Obfervations on the Treaty of 
Commerce be:we:n Great Britsin and Fracce, pr. 3 d. Sold by J. 
Baker in Parer-nefter row, and B, Berington at Eficx-ftreet end in 
theS rand, Whcre may be hadthe Life ot the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Evgene, with beth theirEffig’e:, pr. 4.8, ; 
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LON D ON:: Printed for F Tonfon in the Strand ; and Sold by 


A Baldawin in Warwick-Lane, where Advertifementsaretaken in. 1713. 


Printed for F. Tonfon at . 
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